





Spencer in the classroom—whether teaching students or train-
ing therapists—call the success immeasurable. priceless. unbe-
lievable.

“When Kevin taught magic tricks, | saw kids with autism
trying to do things with their hands that they wouldn’t nor-
mally do.” said Peggy Cockerell, director of education at Allen
County Board of Developmental Disabilities in Lima. Ohio,
where Spencer did a one-day residency last year. “They were
open to Kevin. The magic interested them, and they would
try and try and try until they figured it out. There were such
moments of pride when they accomplished it.”

Cockerell said that Spencer has an intuitive sense about
which kids in the room need him the most—the
visual. tactile and kinesthetic learners—and gravi-

tates toward them. She also noted that those chil- “WHE

dren were often ones on the autism spectrum.

“I saw a handful of our children who don't
typically respond to a new person or new situ-
ation respond to Kevin—and those children are
difficult to reach,” said Cockerell, who has been
in the special needs field for nearly 40 years.
Because of the motivation and focus she wit-
nessed in her students, Cockerell nicknamed
Spencer “the kid whisperer.”

patients regain physical skills. as well as increase motivation
and self-esteem. The first group the couple worked with was
stroke victims. Magic tricks replaced therapies that typically
took up to 24 weeks to reach markers of progress. The Spen-
cers’ methodology reduced the rate of progress to nine weeks
in some cases.

“It wasn’t because there was something magical about what
we were doing,” said Spencer. It was because they were actu-
ally doing the therapy. It's one thing to do it in the presence of
your therapist. But when you go home, it’s very difficult to do
those things when you don’t really see the purpose. When you're
learning a magic trick, you have something to show somebody
at the end of the day. So you work on it. Constantly. Every

time you're practicing your trick,

you're doing therapy.
If you’re a grandfa-
ther and you've had a
stroke. and you know
your grandkids are
coming to visit, what
would you rather say
to them: Watch grandpa
put these pegs in a board
or let grandpa show you
a magic trick? So the
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Spencer and his wife Cindy began developing ani htles magic trick.”

their program the Healing of Magic 25 years
ago in collaboration with therapists. The
goal was to use simple magic tricks to help

Spencer had earlier
personal experience with
the therapeutic world, which













